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7 After these Lhings, his master's wife casl her eyes upon Joseph and she said, “Lie with me.” 89, wen — But he adamantly refused The sdved

@ut he adamantly refused; he said to his master's wife, “Look — with me here, my master ¥

adamantly is suggested by the staccato and emphatic Ma-
soretic cantillation of this word: the shalsheles, followed by

concerns himself about nothing in the house, and whatever he has he placed in my cuslody. a psik [disjunction], both of which set off the word and én-
¢ There is no one greater in this house than |, and he has denied me nothing but you, since you HZZES.fzer:ﬁ ssc;l]u:f::izgit::tnr:i:;;?gllt ;:3122'}?:1&2?
are his wife; how then can | perpetrate this great evil and have sinned against God!” ' ' ;

-

He repulsed her with absolute firmness. Haamek Davar

notes that the Torah gives no reasons for his rejection; his

sense of right and wrong was so clear that he did not even

consider her pleadings. To her, however, he gave an expla-
~/ nation, trying to convince her to stop pestering him.
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“13 NK K NP DIRAK — a8 God said to Abraham, Please take
your son ... Isaac and ... bring him up ... as an offering (above,
9220 aapn 1o DB My Amax xgwy 0 vawx — Shall
I listen to you? But perhaps 1 will be selected as a burnt-
offering, and, by submitting to you, 1 will become unfit to be
an offering!”*"
The Midrash offers another interpretation:

T i DI RN M 2T — Another interpretation of the
phrase, He said to his master’s wife, “Look, my master”: A%
o — [Joseph] said to [Potiphar’s wifel, e ma wiTER THY
— It is the practice of the Holy One, blessed is He, nim®

H Gl Polles

“And she caught him by his garment, saying: ‘Lie with me."” At

that moment, his father’s image (deyokno) came and appeared

a prophetic vision to the beloved of my father’s house at
night©  “TITND DYAK DX T T TN PN OTIXTT AT DTRN
— He appeared to Abraham, as it is stated, After these events
the word of HASHEM came to Abraham in a vision (above,
15:1.49  nperm oo m ok kN pry? — He appeared to Isaac,
as it is stated, HASHEM appeared to him that night (above,
96:24) 8 v 4y oo mam ooy 2pyr — And He appeared to
Jacob, as it is stated, And he dream, and behold! A ladder, ete.
(above, 28:12).  Kymm K¥T A3 WD oy oy Ry 1Y Rk
wnw mnix — Shall I listen to you? But perhaps the Holy One,

- blessed is He, will wish to reveal Himself to me and will find
nba Kax m3 R oy a3 — to be revealed in the form of

me ritually impure!”™*
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to him in the window. The image said to him: “Yosef, the names
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of your brothers are destined to be written on the stones of the

ep?r;d, and you are to be included among them. Do you want your

name to be crased from among them and to be called a frequenter

of promiscuous women? As it is written: ‘But he who keeps

. . : 12 3
company with harlots wastes his riches,” as he loses his honor,

which is more valuable than wealth.” Immediately, he desisted.?
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“In the Gemara cited, the image of Yaakov is quoted citing a

pasuk which is intended to discourage Yoself from sinning, Yaakov
asked, “Do you want to be called ro'ch zonos (a frequenter of har-

e

lots) instead of being on the ephod? The pasuk states, Ro'eh zonos

yeabed hon.”$

Let us analyze the entire pasuk:

0 TR NEIT AP PR NP NN 20K U
A man who loves wisdom malees his father happy, but someone

who is a frequenter of harlots loses his fortune.®

7~VThe contrast presented by this pasuk seems unbalanced. Ideally,

the pasuk would say, “A wise son makes his father happy, and a

foolish son makes his father unhappy.” Or, alternatively, “The wise
son makes a fortune, as opposed to the immoral man, who loses
his fortune.” In this posuk, the ro'eh zonos who loses money seems

to have no point of commonality upon which to contrast him with

the wise son.

We need to looking more deeply into meaning of this verse to
understand what it reveals about the unique interplay between the
middos of Yaakov and those of Yosef. Yaakov's middah was emes, a

FKomiddah which must be anchored to something that is firm, solid
and real. From this perspective of truth, imagination — dimyon —

is anathema. An imagined event or feeling seems real, but it is only)

( virtual reality. In truth, it does not exist.

Dimyon, then, is the counterpoint to emes. Pure sheker is of less
significance than fake emes. When a lie is blatantly false, people can
easily spot it. But when something appears plausible and appealing,
it draws people into its orbit. They want it to be true, it appears su-
perficially to indeed be true, and therefore, they profess it as truth.

x_Eme.s. in contrast, relies on a person’s ability to identify a point of
truth that is rock solid, not imaginary.

However, this kind of “solid truth” is set in stone, and is seem-

_ ingly unresponsive to the changing e)'tperiences of life. If a person
were to receive a Torah with the knowledge that everything in it

is pure emes, he would still not have a guide for living a Torah life.

He would need to know how to apply it to all the varied cases that )

arise, and there is no Torah for each individual case. For this, we
need the process of medamah milsah I'milsa — extrapolating from

what is already known to the situation at hand.

1N

In order for emes to become the dominant middah in the world,

we need to extend it to encompass new applications. This is the role

of dimyon. Dimyon enables a person to say, “If this is true in Case

A, then the following would apply to Case B.” Even though Case

_ A never contemplated Case B, the power of imagination enables us

to apply the emes to it. In this sense, the faculty of dimyon is greater

than emes. It steps beyond the bedrock of emes and serves to move

Yaakov was middas ha'emes. Emes is the foundation of every-
thing, but it needs to be extended to make it functional in this
world. The extension of emes comes through dimyon, the ability to
properly compare things. In this way, a person can move emes one
step further. This is how Yosef himself was able to create two sheva-

AN i, He was able to take the koach of Yaakov and move it forward.

\% DIMYON ATTACHED TO EMES

There is a faculty in man that is especially prone to engage the

dimyon, and that is the koach holadah (the process of procreation).

A person’s koach holadah can take on two forms. One is moti-

vated by a desire for fatherhood; this is a man’s yearning to convey

to another generation the genetic legacy that he has inherited. As
in the dimyon discussed above, this involves the concept taking that

7~ which exists in reality and moving it forward.

The other form of koach holadah is concerned only about the
here and now. This drive is the one most associated with the power

of imagination, and it is the polar opposite of kedushah.

Yosef, as Yaakov's premier son, had received the greatest
amount of wisdom and emes from him. It therefore fell to him
to add the next step, harnessing dinyon to emes. Indeed, this role
played out in Yosef’s position as the “dreamer” whose imaginings

foretold the destiny of th i A dream that sits on

top of emes is an extension of emes, not a deviation from it.

Yosef, more than his brothers, had the ability to either move

Yaakov's emes further or destroy every last bit of kedushah that

,he had inherited from Yaakov. Fittingly, his nisayon with the wife

r~
/”of Potiphar focused on the koach holadah, which holds a person’s




~—~J

greatest capacity for either furthering a legacy or losing himselfin
é fruitless pleasure,

Yaakov's appearance to Yosef — and the fact that it prevented
Yosef from sinning — was a far greater testament to Yosef’s righ-
teousness than to his father’s power. Would an image of a holy per-
son be enough to stop anyone else caught in the throes of passion?
Would the argument about not being on the stones of the ephod
make a difference to him?

The difference between a person engaged in pleasure-seeking
and a person engaged in zerivah (procreation) might be likened to

the difference between two checks written by the same person for
the same amount, except that one is an investment and the other is
an expenditure. The investment is a type of zeriyah; it is productive.

Expediture, on the other hand, diminishes the money. Once it is
spent, it is gone. It may have purchased food and other needs, or a
pleasurable experience, but the money is gone.
~ In the relationship between a father and son, the son is the fa-
ther’s “investment.” The deepest wish of a father for his son is “to
see children to his children”’; the wants to see the child carry for-
ward all that his father has conveyed to him. Fathers are happy to
see their children enjoying life, but when they see that their child
is productive, there is no end to their pleasure. This is the core of
the father-son relationship.
a%— Of all the productive activities in which a person can engage,
the acquisition of chochmah is the most productive. The way of
chochmah is that it grows, as Mishlei says, “Give to a wise man and
he will become wiser.”® A chacham can learn an idea and then
deyelop it further. The pasuk that we quoted earlier, stating that “a

wise child delights his father” makes exactly this point. The child

‘who is wise has channeled his abilities into the ultimate productive

venture. Because acquiring wisdom is the essence of productive

% ctivity, it brings his father the greatest pleasure.

On the other hand, a ro’zh zonos, the one who frequents harlots,

is a person who has been conquered by his fantasy. Someone who

spends his money on zonos uses something that could have been so

\ productive and throws it out in exchange for an experience that has

no everlasting quality. The pleasure comes and goes.
c’)\\ There are two ways of using the koach holada in its deepest
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sense. One way is to make this koach of truth eternal by using

* dimyon to create a child. The other way is to hold faavah and dimyon

as primary goals in their own right, which wastes this koach on the

most ephemeral of all purposes. It devours hon, which is the money

a person should be investing. In modern Hebrew, /ion means a per-
son’s or company’s equity and assets. A similar word, on (with an
alef), means “power,” a person’s potential for achievement. A ro'eh
zonos takes the money (hon) that he earned through his strength
(on) and is seduced by his koach hadimyon to waste it rather than
using his dimyon to expand it.

MYaakov and Yosef are two kochos that complement each other.

They revolve around the axis of emes. Yosef was Yaakov’s ben ze-

kunim who continued the emes of his father through medameh milsa

Imilsa. Yosef extended the reach of Yaakov's emes, but would never

project anything that was unattached to it. There is nothing in the
branch that does not originate from the root. Yosef’s struggle was

with koach hadimyon, which projected ideas from the outside that

{'had no root on the inside. When his father’s vision appeared beforc?

\h' r ed and anchored himself to that emes. In this

way, he illustrated how to preserve the truth, invest it in the future

and ensure its eternal vitality.
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he Torah describes the ceaseless attempts by the wife
of Potiphar to force Yosef HaTzaddik to sin with her.
Yosef fought her advances by stressing the ingratitude such an
act would be after his master had entrusted him with the total
maintenance of his home. Doing this would be a betrayal of that
trust.
¢ Rabbeinu Yonah, in the beginning of Shaar HaAvodah, deduces
a different tactic from Yosef's words. A major defense against the
quiles of the yetzer hara is for a person to tell himself, “Es past
nisht, it's unbecoming for someone like me, with so many positive
attributes and character traits, to do something like that!”
By stressing his inherent superiority, and the incongruity of
an noynn win (a person with great attributes) acting in such an
improper_and foolish manner, the person will create a barrier

against sin. If he is a son or grandson of distinguished Jews, he
should say to himself, “How can [ sully my family's good name by

acting so foolishly and irresponsibly? How can [ shame my fore-

bears by doing this sin?”

A Every Jew instinctively wants to do good and avoid sin. When

one contemplates his own self-worth, as well as the mawiT ninyiK

spiritual treasures) he encompasses, it will serve as a power-
ul motivation not to succumb to the various enticements of the

jelzer hara.
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(B) The Importance of Self-worth The Midrash’s description of the
dialogue between Joseph and Potiphar's wife at this sensitive moment
is a guide for every person who is in a situation where the lure of sin
looms great.

In the course of the conversation between them, Joseph makes sev-
eral statements which, on the face of them, seem out of place. “How
can | sin,” Joseph says, “when the Holy One, blessed is He, chooses the
beloved ones of my father’s home as a burnt-offering”? According to
another opinion, J i vision
to members of his family. These remarks seem out of place, unless they
are understood as methods to avoid sin, especially in times of great
temptation. And they are very powerful methods indeed.

)i one has low self i i i
and then the path to sin is open. Why shouldn’t one sin if, in al

event, he is worth nothing and his life is meaningless? If, however, one
realizes his own potential for greatness, if he realizes his intrinsic value
imthe eyes of his Creator, then he will have the strength to resist what
would be deleterious to his own well-being, and the fortitude to avoid
actions that can, in the end, cause him untold debasement.

Joseph's responses reflect precisely this approach: | am one of God's
beloved. God talks to us and to our family. He accepts us as offerings.
Does it make sense, then, for me to ruin my lif i If down
by engaging in such a terrible sin? This thought process, which gave
Joseph the strength to overcome the temptati , Was
something that even Potiphar’s wife could understand.

Our Sages tell us that a similar method was employed by the jewish
gourts when they wanted to impress upon witnesses the importance of
telling the truth. The Sages (Sanhedrin 37a) detail the warning that the
court gives potential witnesses in capital cases. The court would tell the
witness that man was created as an individual (Adam) to teach us that
one who causes the death of even one individual is considered as if he
caused an entire world to perish.

Rashi there (see s.v. *»awa) implies that this admonition was meant
to bring the witness to the awareness that he, himself is priceless. He,
the witness, is an entire world. When one comes to that realization, ~
hen even one who stooped so low as to contemplate giving testimo- |
ny to cause the death of an innocent man would conclude that doing

Eo would be an act of self-destruction that would ruin his own life, an
entire world.
~ 1 Our Sages took a similar approach when describing the courts’
a2 warning to witnesses in civil cases not to testify falsely. The Gemara
(Sanhedrin 29a) explains that telling witnesses that the Divine punish-
ment for false testimony is that the rains will not come and that drought
will result is not effective. The potentially lying witness will rationalize
that this will not affect him adversely.

What will work, explains the Gemara, is telling them that a false wit-

_ ness is looked down upon by the very person who hired him. “The very
people who you think you are doing this for,” we tell them, “look upon
you with scorn and derision.” Here, too, the awareness of the enormity
of the sin of bearing false witness does not serve as a barrier. Nor does
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zht of punishment serve as a deterrent. It is only the appeal to
1se of dignity and self-worth that speaks to them.

son's realization of his own potential greatness can be_mure
Tthan threats of punishment and suffering. This feeling o

self-worth can serve as a great aid in avoiding sins that will destroy that

potential greatness and cause untold humiliation. One must recggnize
@e potential greatness that is his. Only then will he preserve il with
every fiber of his being (R’ Chaim Shmulevitz, Sichos Mussar, p. 117).
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1A

Yosef was sold into slavery as a teenager and had to fend for
himself in the most depraved country of the time. Moreover, his
master's wife was determined to seduce him, and he had to deal
with her advances day in and day out. Yosef, who personified the
middah of kedushah, was tested specifically in that area. In a simi-

lwd that Avraham, the quintessential baal chesed, was
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challenged with a test that was the antithesis of chesed: sacrificing |

is own son.

This phenomenon is at play even in the twenty-first century.
When the yetzer hara attacks fiercely, there is no reason to become
dejected or depressed. It is quite possible that from the very attacks
of the yetzer hara we can deduce the aspects of auodas Hashem
in which we need to improve. Moreover, his attacks reveal to us the
gspecific area in which we have the capacity to achieve perfection,
if we only respond properly to the challenge. Simple logic dictates
that the vefzer hara strikes precisely in the area that a person has
the greatest ability to perfect himself.

This idea is highlighted by Rav Tzadok HaKohen (Tzidkas
HaTzaddik 49:181). He asserts that every person has his own dis-
tinct temptations. If one notices that he has an intense desire in a
particular area he should know that it is in this very area that he is

%@maﬂy equipped to receive Hashem’s blessings. if he directs his
heart to Him. Furthermore, one should be aware that the sin that
he has transgressed most often is the exact area of avodas Hashem
in which he can achieve complete integrity! Therefore, Chazal tell
us that when one sins with a particular limb, he should rectify that

s&ta@gression by using that specific limb to perform mitzvos, Such

behavior does not merely rectify that specific sin, it also improves
the transgressor himself. Each person was created with the purpose

of rectifying a different aspect of avodas Hashem that cannot be ——

accomplished by anyone else. Rectifying the sin aids one in fulfilling
his purpose in this world.
L\} Rav Tzadok bequeathed to us the keys to properly relating to
ourselves, When the vetzer hara strikes, we become embarrassed;
our honor was slighted with his attack. We held ourselves in high
regard, and the veizer hara showed us exactly how lowly we really
are. Therefore, most people want to simply sweep their failures

~~under the rug and forget them as fast as possible. However, this is
not the correct response, for we are
in effect unplugging the red warn-
ing light so that we shouldn’t see it

“If one pays

attention to the

voice of the yetzer

hara and works

on rectifying the

deficient areas,

then his faults

will become the

impetus for attaining
perfection.”

blinking. Rather, we must perceive it
as a wake-up call to address the area
greatness. N
It is common for people to com-
pare themselves to those around
them. “Why can't I get up for
Shacharis like my friends, who leap
out of bed like a cannonball?” “How
come everyone is progressing in their
shemiras halashon and I can’t seem
to keep my mouth shut?” The answer
to these questions is that getting up in
the morning or refraining from lashon hara might not be the aspect
of avodas Hashem that those people were created to rectify. Each
person has a unique set of challenges. If one pays attention to the
voice of the yetzer hara and works on rectifying the deficient areas,
¥ then his faults will become the impetus for attaining perfection, and
consequently the catalyst for receiving Hashem's great blessings.
(Shiurei Chumash Parashas Vaveishev 39:11; Alei Shur, Vol.
I, p. 35)
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